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Hon  of  Bix  months,  the  period  conditionally  stipu- 
lated in  the  existing  arrangements  with  Great 
Britain,  the  United  States  must  hold  themselves  at 
liberty  to  increase  their  naval  armament  upon  the 
lakes,  if  they  Bhall  find  that  proceeding  necessary. 

The  condition  of  the  Border  will  necessarily  come 
into  consideration  in  connection  with  the  continu- 
ing or  modifying  the  rights  of  transit  from  Canada 
through  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  regulation 
of  imposts,  which  were  temporarily  established  by 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty  of  the  5th  June,  1864.  I 
uesiTo,  however,  to  be  understood  while  making 
this  statement  that,  tho  Colonial  authorities  are  not 
deemed  to  be  intentiouniiy  utrjust  or  unfriendly  to- 
ward the  United  States;  but,  on.  tho  contrary, 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect,  that  witb.  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Imperial  Government,  they  will  take 
the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  new  incursions 
across  the  border. 

The  act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  eueour- 
agemont  of  emigration,  has,  as  fur  as  was  possible, 
been  put  into  operation. 

It  seems  to  need  an  amendment  which  will  en 
ahle  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  prevent  the 
practice  of  frauds  against  the  immigrants  while  on 
their  way  and  on  their  arrival  in  the  ports,  so  as  to 
secure  them  hero  a  free  choice  of  avocations  and 
places  of  settlement. 

A  liberal  disposition  toward  this  great  national 
policy  is  manifested  bymostof  the  European  States 
and  ought  to  be  reciprocated  on  our  part  by  giving 
the  immigrants  effective  national  protection.  I  re- 
gard our  emigrants  as  one  of  the  principal  replen- 
ishing streams  which  are  appointed  by  Providence 
to  repair  tho  ravages  of  internal  war,  and  its  wastes 
of  national  strength  and  health. 

All  that  is  necessary  is  to  secure  the  flow  of  that 
Btream  in  its  present  fullness,  and  to  that  end  the 
Government  must,  in  every  way,  make  it  manifest 
that  it  neither  needs  nor  designs  to  impose  involun- 
tary military  service  upon  those  who  come  from 


other  lands  to  cast  their  lot  in  our  country.  The 
financial  affairs  of  the  Government  have  been  suc- 
cessfully administered. 

During  the  last  year  the  legislation  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  has  benefically  effected  the 
revenue.  Although  sufficient  time'  has  not  yet 
elapsed  to  experience  the  full  effect 
of  several  of  the  provisions  of  tho  act  of 
Congress  imposing  increased  taxation, 
the  receipts  during  the  year,  from  all  sources, 
upon  the  basis  of  warrants  signed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  including  loans  and' the  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1863,  were 
$1,394,796,007  62,  and  the  aggregate  disburse- 
ments, upon  the  same  basis,  were  $1,^*98,056,101  89, 
leaving  a  balance  in  tho  Treasury,  as  shown  by 
warrants,  of  $90,739,905  73.  Deduct  from  these 
amounts  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt  redeemed,  and  the  amount  of  issues  in  substi- 
tution therefor,  and  the  actual  cash  operations  of 
the  Treasury  were:  Receipts,  $4,075,616  77;  dis- 
bursements, $865,234,087  76;  which  leaves  a  cash 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $18,842,558  71.  Of  the 
receipts  there  were  derived  from  customs, 
$102,316,152  99;  from  lands,  $588,333  29;  from 
direct  taxes.  $475,648  96;  from  inter- 
nal revenue,  $109,741,134  10;  from  mis- 
cellaneous sources,  $47,511,448;  and  from  loans  ap- 
plied to  actual  expenditures,  including  former  bal- 
ance, $623,443,929  13.  There  were  disbursed  for 
the  civil  service  $27,505,599  46;  for  pensions  and 
Indians,  $7,517,930  97 ;  for  the  "War  Department, 
$60,791,842  97;  for  the  Navy  Department,  $85,733,- 
292  79;  for  interest  of  the  public  debt,  $53,685,421 
69,  making  an  aggregate  on  $865,234,081  86,  and 
leaving  a  balance  in  tho  Treasury  of  $18,842,558  71 
as  before  stated. 

For  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the 
first  quarter  and  the  estimated  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements ior  the  threo  remaining  quarters  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  and  the  general  operations  of 
the  Troasury  in  detail,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  the  propor- 
tion of  the  moneys  required  to  meet  the  expenses 
consequent  upon  the  war,  derived  from  taxation, 
should  be  still  further  increased;  and  I  earnestly 
invite  your  attention  to  this  subject,  to  the  end  that 
there  may  be  such  additional  legislation  as  shall  be 
required  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  Secre- 
tary. 

The  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  July  last,  as 
appears  by  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  amounted  to 
$1,740,690,489  49.  Probably,  should  the  war  con- 
tinue for  another  year,  that  amount  may  be  in- 
creased by  not  far  from  live  hundred  millions.  Held 
as  it  is  for  the  most  part  by  our  own  people,  it 
has  become  a  substanial  branch  of  national  though 
private  property. 

For  obvious  reasons  the  more  nearly  this  property 
canbe  distributed  among  all  the  people  the  better. 
To  favor  such  general  distribution  greater  induce- 
ments to  become  owners  might  perhaps  with  good 
effect  and  without  injury  be  presented  to  persons  of 
limited  means.  "With  this  view  I  suggest  whether 
it  might  not  be  both  expedient  and  competent  for 
Congress  to  provide  that  a  limited  amount  of  some 
future  issue  of  public  securities  might  be  held  by 
any  bona  fide  purchaser  exempt  from  taxation  and 
from  seizure  for  debt,  under  such  restrictions  and 
limitation  as  might  be  necessary  to  guard  against 
abuse  of  so  important  a  privilege.  This  would  ena- 
ble prudent  persons  to  set  aside  a  small  annuity 
against  a  possible  day  of  want. 

Privileges  like  these  would  render  the  possession 
of  such  securities  to  the  amount  limited  most  desir- 
able to  every  person  of  small  means,  tzfao  might  be 
able  to  save  enough  for  the  purpose.  The  great  ad- 
vantage of  citizens  being  creditors  as  well  as  debt 
ors,  with  relation  to  the  public  debt,  is  obvious. 
Men  readily  perceive  that  they  cannot  be  much  op- 
pressed by  a  debt  which  they  owe  to  themselves. 

The  public  debt  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last,  al- 
though somewhat  exceeding  the  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  made  to  Congress  at  the 
commencement  of  last  session,  falls  short  of  the 
estimate  of  that  officer  made  in  the  succeeding  De- 
cember as  to  its  probable  amount  at  the  beginning 
of  his  year,  by  the  sum  of  $3,995,079  33.  This 
fact  exhibits  a  satisfactory  condition  and  conduct 
of  the  operations  of  the  Treasury. 

The  National  banking  system  is  proving  to  be 
acceptable  to  capitalists  and  to  the  people. 

On  the  25th  day  of  November  584  National 
Banks  had  been  organized,  a  considerable  number  of 
which  were  conversions  from  State  banks.  Changes 
from  the  State  system  to  the  National  system  are 
rapidly  taking  place,  and  it  is  hoped  that  very  soon 
there  will  be  in  the  United  States  no  banks  of  issue 
not  authorized  by  Congress,  and  no  bank  note  cir- 
culation, not  secured  by  the  Government.  That  the 
Government  and  the  'people  will  derive  general 
benefit  from  this  change  in  the  banking  systems  of 
the  country  can  hardly  be  questioned. 

The  national  system  will  create  a  reliable  and 
permanent  influence  in  support  of  the  national 
credit  and  protect  the  people  against  losses  in  the 
aise  of  paper  money.  Whether  or  not  any  further 
legislation  is  advisable  for  the  suppression  of  State 
Bank  issues,  it  will  be  for  Congress  to  determine. 
It  seems  quite  clear  that  tho  Treasury  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  conducted  unless  the  Government  can 
exercise  a  restraining  power  over  tho  bank-note 
circulation  of  the  country. 


The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  M  ar  and  the  ae-  The  great  enterprise  of  connecting  the  Atlantic 
companying  documents  will  'detail  the  campaigns  with  the  Pacific  States  by  railways  and  telegrapn 
of  the  armies  in  the  field  since  the  date  of  the  last  lines  has  been  entered  upon  with  a  vigor  that  gives 
annual  message,  and  also  the  operations  of  the  assurance  of  success,  notwithstanding  the  cmbar- 
several  administrative,  bureaux  of  the  War  Depart-  '  - 

merit  during  the  last  year. 

It  will  also  specify  the  measures  deemed  essential 
for  the  national  defense,  and  to  keep  up  and  supply 
the  requisite  military  force.  The  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  a  comprehensive  and 
satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  affairs  of  thai  Dopart-  „ 

ment,  and  of  the  naval  service.  It  is  a -subject  of  River  in  Nevada.  Numerous  discoveries  of  gold, 
congratulation  and  laudable  pride  to  our  country-  j  silver,  and  cinnabar  mines  have  been  added  to  the 
men.  that  a  Navy  of  such  vast  proportions  lias  been  ;  many  heretofore  known,  and  the  country  occupied 


rassnients  arising  from  the  prevailing  high  prices  of 
materials  and  labor.  The  route  of  the  mam  line  ot 
the  road  has  been  definitely  located  for  one  hundred 
miles  westward  from  the  initial  point  at  Omaha 
City,  Nebraska,  and  a  preliminary  location  of  the 
Pacific  Railroad  of  California  has  been  made  from 
Sacramento  eastward  to  the  great  bend  of  Mucker 


organized  in  so  brief  a  period,  and  conducted  with 
so  much  efficiency  and  success. 

The  general  exhibit  of  the  Navy,  includin 
sels  under  construction  on  the  1st  of  Dec, 


by  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
the  subordinate  ranges  now  teem  with  enterprising 


[yes-  labor  which  is  richly  remunerative 
.,  1864,      It  is  believed  that  the  products  of  the  mines  of 
shows  a  total  of  671  vessels,  carrying  4,610  guns  and  i  precious  metals  in  that  region  have  during  the  year 
510,396  tuns,  being  an  actual  increase  during  the  reached  if  not  exceeded  $100,000,000  in  value.  It 
vear  over  and  above  all  losses  by  shipwreck  or  in,  was  recommended  in  my  last  Annual  Message  that 


battle  of  83  vessels,  167  guns,  and  42,427  tuns. 

The  total  number  of  men  at  this  time  in  the  Naval  last  Session  acting  upon  the 
service,  including  officers,  is  about  51,000.  There  provide  for  reorganizing  the 
have  been  captured  by  the  Navy  during  the  year 
324  vessels,  and  the  whole  number  of  Naval  cap- 
tures since  hostilities  commenced  is  1,379,  of 
which  267  are  steamers.  The  gross  proceeds  arising 
from  the  sale  of  condemned  prize  property  thus  far 
reported,  amount  to  $14,396,250  51* 

A  large  amount  of  such  proceeds  is  still  under  ad- 
judication, and  yet  to  be  reported.  The  total  ex- 
penditure of  the  Navy  Department  of  every  descrip- 
tion, including  the  cost  ot  the  immense  squadrons 
that  have  been  called  into  existence  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1861,  to  the  1st  of  November,  1864,  are 
$238,647,262  35.  Your  favorable  consideration  is 
invited  to  the  various  recommendations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  especially  in  regard  to  a 
Navy-Yard  and  suitable  establishment  for  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  iron  vessels  and  the  machine- 
ry and  armature  for  our  ships,  to  which  reference 
•was  made  in  my  last  annual  message. 
i  Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed ia  the  report  in  relation  lo  the  Legislation 


of  Congress  at  its  last  sossion  in  respect  to  prizes  on 
our  inland  waters. 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  recommendation  ot  the 
Secretary  as  to  the  propriety  of  creating  the  new 
rank  of  Yicc-Admiral  in  our  Naval  service.  Your 
attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  and 
financial  condition  of  the  Post-Office  Department. 

The  postal  revenues  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1864,  amounted  to  $12,438,253  78,  and  the  expendi- 
tures to  $12,644,786  20;  the  excess  of  expenditures 
over  receipts  being  &206,652  42. 

The  views  presented  by  the  Postmaster-General  on 
the  subject  of  special  grants  by  the  Government  in 
aid  of  the  establishment  of  new  lines  of  ocean  mail 
steamships,  and  the  policy  he  recommends  for  the 
developement  of  increased  commercial  intercourse 
with  adjacent  and  neighboring  countries,  should 
receive  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress. 

It  is  of  noteworthy  interest  that  tho  steady  ex- 
pansion of  population,  improvement  and  govern- 
mental institutions  over  the  new  and  unoccupied 
portions  of  our  countiy  have  scarcely  boen  checked, 
much  less  impeded  or  destroyed  by  our  great  civil 
war,  wmcn,  at  first  glance,  would  seem  to  have  ab- 
sorbed almost  the  entire  energies  of  tho  nation. 

The  organization  and  admission  of  the  State  of 
Nevada  has  been  completed,  in  conformity  with 
law,  and  thus  our  excellent  system  is  firmly  estab- 
lished in  the  mountains  which  once  seemed  a  bar- 
ren and  uninhabitable  waste  between  the  Atlantic 
States  and  those  which  have  grown  up  on  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  Territories  of  the  Union  are  generally  m  a 
condition  of  prosperity  and  growth.  Idaho  and 
Montana,  by  reason  of  'their  great  distance  and  the 
interruption  of  communication  with  them  by 
Indian  hostilities,  have  been  only  partially 
organized;  but  it  is  understood  that  these  dif- 
ficulties are  about  to  disappear,  which  will 
permit  their  governments,  like  those  of  the 
others,  to  go  into  speedy  and  full  operation. 
As  intimately  connected  with,  and  promotive  of  this 
material  growth  of  the  nation,  I  ask  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  valuable  information  and  import- 
ant recommendations  relating  to  the  public  lands, 
Indian  affairs,  the  Pacific  Railroads,  and  mineral 
discoveries  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Secrotary 
of  the  Interior,  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and 
which  report  also  embraces  tho  subjects  of  the  pat- 
ents, pensions,  and  other  topics  of  public  interest 
pertaining  tohis  Department.  The  quantity  of  public 
land  disposed  of  during  the  five  quarters  ending  on 
the  30tn  of  September  last  was  4,221,342  acres, 
of  which  1,538,614  acres  were  entered  under  the 
Homestead  law.  The  remaindor  was  located  with 
military  land  warrants,  agricultural  scrip  certified 
to  States  for  railroads,  and  sold  for  cash.  The  cash 
received  from  sales  and  location  fees  was  $1,019,446. 
The  incomo  from  sales  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Juno  30,  1864,  was  $678,007  21,  against  $136,077  95 
received  during  tho  preceding  year.  The  aggregate 
number  of  acres  surveyed  during  the  year  has  been 
equal  to  the  quantity  disposed  of,  and  there  is  open 
to  settlement  about  133,000,000  acres  of  surveyed 
land. 


our  Indian  system  be  remodeled.  Congress  at  its 
on  the  reeonimendation,  did 
system  in  California, 
and  it  is  believed  that  under  the  present  organiza- 
tion the  management  of  the  Indiana  there  will  be 
attended  with  reasonable  success.  Much  yet  lomains 
to  be  done  to  provide  for  the  proper  government  of 
the  Indians  in  other  parts  of  tho  country  to  render 
it  secure  for  the  advancing  settlor  and  to  provide 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Indian.  The  Secretary  reiter- 
ates his  recommendations  and  to  them  the  attention 
of  Congress  is  invited. 

The  liberal  provisions  made  by  Congress  tor  pay- 
in"  pensions  to  invalid  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
Republic,  and  to  the  widows,  orphans  and  depend- 
ent mothers  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle  or 
died  of  disease  contracted  or  of  wounds  received  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  have  been  diligently 
administered. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  pension  rolls  du- 
ring the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  the 
names  of  16,770  invalid  soldiers,  and  of  271  disa- 
bled seamen,  making  the  present  number  of  army 
invalid  pensioners  22,7  67,  and  of  navy  invalid  pen- 
sioners 712.  Of  widows,  orphans  and  mothers,  22,- 
198  have  been  placed  on  the  ArmypenSion  rolls,and 
2 18  on  tho  Navy  rolls.  . 

The  present  number  of  Army  pensioners  of  this 
class  is  25,433,  and  of  Navy  pensioners  793.  At 
tho  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  rev- 
olutionary pensioners  was  1,430.  Only  twelve  of 
them  were  soldiers,  of  whom  seven  have  since 
died.  The  remainder  are  those  who,  under  the 
law  receive  pensions  because  of  relationship  to 
revolutionary  soldiers. 

During  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864, 
$4,504,616  92  have  been  paid  to  pensioners  of  all 
classes. 

I  cheerfully  commend  to  your  continued  patron- 
age the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  have  hitherto  been  established  or 
fostered  by  Congress,  and  respectfully  refer  for  in 
formation  concerning  them,  and  in  relation  to  the 
I  Washington  Aqueduct,  the  Capitol  and  othcrmatters 
of  local  interest  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Agricultural  Department,  under  the  super- 
vision of  its  present  energetic  and  faithful  head,  is 
rapidly  commending  itself  to  the  great  and  vital  in- 
:  terest'it  was  created  to  advance.  It  is  peculiarly 
!  the  People's  Department,  in  which  they  feel  more 
i  directly  concerned  than  in  any  other.  I  commend 
i  it  to  the  continued  attention  and  fostering  care  of 
I  Congress. 

The  war  continues.  Since  the  last  annual  mes- 
sage, all  the  impoxtant  lines  and  positions  then 
occupied  by  our  forces  have  been  maintained,  and 
our  armies  have  steadily  advanced,  thus  liberating 
the  regions  left  in  the  rear,  so  that  Missouri,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  parts  of  other  States,  have 
again  produced  reasonably  fair  crops. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  military  op- 
erations of  the  year,  is'General  Sherman's  attempted 
march  of  300  miles  directly  through  insurgent  ro- 
•rions.  It  tends  to  .show  a.  great  increase  of  our  rela- 
tive strength,  that  our  General-in-Chief  should  feel 
able  to  confront  and  hold  in  check  every  active 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  yet  to  detach  a  well- 
appointed,  largo  army  to  move  on  such  an  expedi- 
tion. "     '  ... 

The  result  not  yet  being  known,  conjecture  m 
regard  to  it  is  "not  here  indulged.  Important 
movements  have  also  occurred  during  the  year  to 
the  effect,  of  molding  society  for  durability  in  the 
Union— although  short  of  complete  success  it  is 
much  in  the  right  direction,  that  12,000  citizens  in 
each  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  have 
organized  loyal  State  governments  with  free  consti- 
tutions, and  are  earnestly  struggling  to  maintain 
and  administer  them. 

The  movement  in  the  same  direction,  more  ex- 
tensive though  less  definite,  in  Missouri,  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  should  not  be  overlooked. 

But  Maryland  presents  the  example  of  complete 
success.  Maryland  is  secure  to  Liberty  and  Union 
fiorali  the  future.  The  genius  of  Rebellion  will  no 
more  claim  Maryland.  Like  another  foul  spirit, 
being  driven  out,  it  may  seek  to  tear  her,  but  it  will 
rule  her  no  more. 

At  the,  last  Session  of  Congress  a  proposed  amend- 
ment '  of  the  Constitution  abolishing  Slavery 
throughout  the  United  States  passed  the  Senate, 


but  tailed  for  lack  of  the  requisite  two-tmrus  vote 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Although  the 
present  is  the  same  Congress,  and  nearly  tho  same 
members,  and  without  questioning  the  wisdom  or 
patriotism  of  those  who  stood  in  opposition,  I  ven- 
ture to  recommend  the  consideration  and  passage  of 
tho  measure  at  the  present  session. 

Of  course  the  abstract  question  is  notchanged.but, 
an  intervening  election  shows  almost  certainly  that 
the  next  Congress  will  pass  the  measure  if  this  does 
not.  Hence  there  is  only  a  question  of  time  as  to 
when  the  proposed  amendment  will  go  to  the  States 
for  their  action,  and  as  it  is  to  go  at  all  events,  may 
we  not  agree  that  the  sooner  the  better.  It  is  not 
claimed  that  the  election  has  imposed  a  duty  on 
members  to  change  their  views  or  their  votes  any 
further  than  as  an  additional  element  to  be 
considered.  Their  judgment  may  be  affected  by  it. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  People  now  for  the  first  time 
heard  upon  the  question.  In  a  great  National  crisis 
like  ours,  unanimity  of  aetion  among  those  seeking 
a  common  eadis  very  desirable,  almost  indispensa- 


ble, and  yet  no  approach  to  such  unanimity  is  at" 
tainable  unless  some  deference  shall  be  paid  to  the 
will  of  the  majority,  simply  because  it  is  the  will  of 
the  majority. 

In  this  case  the  common  end  is  the  maintenance 
of  the  Union,  and  among  the  means  to  secure  that 
end,  such  will,  through  the  election,  is  most  clearly 
declared  in  favor  of  such  constitutional  amendment. 
Tho  most  reliable  indication  of  public  purpose  in 
this  country  is  derived  through  our  popular  elec- 
tions. Judging  by  the  recent  canvass  and  its  re- 
sult, the  purpose  of  the  people  within  the  loyal 
States  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union  was 
never  more  firm  nor  more  nearly  unanimous  than 
now. 

The  extraordinary  calmness  and  good  order  with 
which  the  millions  of  voters  met  and  mingled  at 
the  polls,  give  strong  assurance  of  this.  Not  only 
those  who  supported  the  '■  Union  tickot "  (so- 
called),  but  a  great  majority  of  the  opposing  party 
also,  may  be  fairly  claimed'  to  entertain  and  to  be 
actuated  by  the  same  purpose.  It  is  an  unanswer- 
able argument  to  this  effect  that  no  candidate  for 
any  office  whatever,  high  or  low,  has  ventured  to 
seek  votes  on  the  avowal  that  he  was  for  giving  up 
the  Union. 

There  has  been  much  impugning  of  motives  and 
heated  controversy  as  to  the  proper  means  and 
best  mode  of  advancing  the  Union  cause,  but  in 
the  distinct  issue  of  Union  or  no  Union  the  poli- 
ticians havo  shown  their  instinctive  knowledge 
that  there  is  no  diversity  among  the  people.  In 
affording  the  People  a  fair  opportunity  of  showing 
one  to  another  and  to  the  world  this  firmness  and 
unanimity  of  purpose,  the  election  has  been  of  vast 
value  to  the  national  cause. 

The  election  has  exhibited  another  fact  not  less 
valuable  to  be  known — the  fact  that  we  do  not 
approach  exhaustion  in  the  most  important  branch 
of  the  national  resources,  that  of  living  men. 
While  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect  that  the  war  has 
filled  so  many  graves  and  carried  mourning  to  so 
many  hearts,  it  is  some  relief  to  know  that,  com- 
pared with  the  sarriving,  the  fallen  have  been  so 
few.  While  corps,  and  divisions,  and  brigades,  and 
regiments  hay«  formed,  and  fought,  and  dwindled, 
and  gone  out  of  existence,  a  great  majority  of  themen 
who  composed  them  are  still  living.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  naval  service.  The  election  returns 
prove  this.  So  many  voters  could  not  else  he  found. 
The  States  regularly  holding  elections,  both  now 
and  four  years  ago,  to  wit:  California,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Min- 
nesota, Missouri,  New-Hampshire,  New-Jersey, 
New-York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania, 
j  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  West  Virginia  and 
Wisconsin,  cast  3,982,011  votes  now  against, 
3,870,222  cast  then,  showing  an  aggregate  now  of 
33,982.11,  to  which  is  to  be  added  33,762  cast  now  in 
the  new  States  of  Kansas  and  Nevada,  which  States 
did  not  vote  in  1860;  thus  swelling  the  aggregate 
to  4,075,773,  and  the  net  increase  during  the  three 
years  and  a  half  of  war  to  145,751.  A  table  is  ap 
pended  showing  particulars. 

To  this,  again,  should  be  added  the  number  of  all 
soldiers  in  the  field  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Is- 
land, New-Jersey,  Delaware,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
California  who,  by  the  laws  of  those  States,  could 
not  vote  away  from  their  homes,  and  which  number 
cannot  be  less  than  90,000.  Nor  yet  is  this  all. 
The  number  in  organized  territories  is  triple  now 
what  it  was  four  years  ago,  while  thousands — white 
and  black— join  ns  as  the  national  arms  press  back 
the  insurgent  lines.  So  much  is  shown  affirma- 
tively and  negatively  by  the  election. 

It  is  not  material  to  inquire  how  the  increase  haB 
been  produced,  or  to  show  that  it  would  have  been 
greater  but  for  the  war,  which  is  probably  true ; 
the  important  fact  remains  demonstrated  that  we 
have  more  men  now  than  we  had  when  the  war  be- 
gun; that  we  are  not  exhausted  nor  in  process  of 
exhaustion;  that  wo  are  gaining  strength,  and 
may,  if  need  be,  maintain  the  contest  indefinitely;' 
This  as  to  men.  , 
Natural  resources  are  now  more  complete  and 
abundant  than  ever.  The  national  resources,  then,1 
are  unexhausted,  and.  as  wo  believe,  inexhaustible.1. 


The  public  purpose  to  reestablish  and  maintain  the 
national  authority  is  unchanged,  and,  as  we  believe, 
unchangeable.  The  manner  of  continuing  the  effort 
remains  to  choose.  On  careful  consideration  of  all 
the  evidence  accessible,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  at- 
tempt at  negotiation  with  the  insurgent  leader  could 
result  in  any  good. 

He  would  accept  of  nothing  short  of  the  sever- 
ance of  the  Union.  His  declarations  to  this  effect 
are  explicit  and  oft -repeated.  Ho  does  not  attempt 
to  deceive  us.  He  affords  us  no-  excuse  to  deceive 
ourselves.  "We  cannot  voluntarily  yicM  i-u  Be- 
tween him  and  us  the  issue  is  distinct,  simple  and 
inflexible.  It  is  an  issue  which  can  only  be  tried 
by  war,  and  decided  by  victory. 

If  we  yield,  We  arc  beaten;  if  the  Southern  peo- 
ple fail  him,  he  is  beaten — either  way  it  would  be 
the  victory  and  defeat  following  war.  What  is  true, 
however,  of  him  who  holds  the  insurgent  cause,  is 
not  necessarily  true  of  those  who  follow.  Although 
ho  cannot  reaccept  the  Union,  they  can.  Some  of 
them,  we  know,  already  desire  peace  and  reunion. 
The  number  of  such  may  increase. 

They  can  at  any  moment  have  peace  simply  by 
laying  down  their  arms  and  submitting  to  the  Na- 
tional authority  under  the  Constitution.  After  so 
much  the  Government  could  not,  if  it  would,  main- 
tain war  against  them.  The  loyal  people  would  not 
sustain  or  allow  it.  If  questions  should  remain  we 
would  adjust  them  by  the  peaceful  means  of  legisla- 
tion, conference,  courts  and  votes. 

Operating  only  in  constitutional  andlawfnl  chan- 
nels, some  certain  and  other  possible  questions  are 
and  would  be  beyond  the  Executive  power  to  ad- 
just, for  instance,  the  admission  of  members  into 
Congress,  and  whatever  might  require  tho  appro- 
priation of  money. 

The  Excutive  power  itself  would  be  really  dimin- 
ished by  the  cessation  of  actual  war.  Pardons  and 
remissions  of  forfeiture ,  however,  would  still  be 
within  Executivo  control.  In  what  spirit  and  tem- 
per this  control  would  be  exercised  can  be  fairly 
judged  of  by  the  past.  A  year  ago  general  pardon 
and  amnesty  upon  specified  terms  were  offered  to  all 
except  certain  designated  classes,  and  it  was  at  tho 
same  time  mado  known  that  the  excepted  classes 
were  still  within  contemplation  of  special  clem- 
ency. 

During  the  year  many  availed  themselves  of  the 
general  provision  and  many  more  would,  only  that 
the  signs  of  bad  faith  in  some  led  to  such  precau- 
tionary measures  as  rendered  the  practical  process 
less  easy  and  certain.  During  the  same  time,  also, 
special  pardons  have  been  granted  to  individuals  of 
excepted  classes,  and  no  voluntary  application  has 
been  denied. 

Thus  practically  the  door  has  been  for  a  fall  year 
open  to  all,  except  such  as  were  not  in  condition  to 
make  free  choice;  that  is,  such  as  wore  in  custody 
or  undor  constraint.  It  is  still  so  open  to  a  1,  but 
the  time  may  come,  probably  will  come,  when 
public  duty  shall  demand  that  it  be  closed,  and  that 
in  lieu  more  vigorous  measures  than  heretofore 
shall  be  adopted. 

In  presenting  the  abandonment  of  armed  resist- 
ance to  the  National  authority  on  the  part  of  the 
insurgents  as  the  only  indispensable  condition  to 
ending  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  J 
retract  nothing  heretofore  said  as  to  Slavery.  I  re 
peat  the  declaration  mado  a  year  ago,  and  that 
while  I  remain  in  my  present  position  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  retract  or  modify  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation.  Nor  shall  I  return  to  Slavery  any 
person  who  is  free  by  the  terms  of  that  Proclama- 
tion or  by  the  Acts  of  Congress. 

If  the  people  should,  by  whatever  mode  or  mean; 
make  it  an  executive  duty  to  re-enslave  such  per- 
sons, another,  and  not  I,  must  be  their  instrument 
to  perform  it. 

In  stating  a  single  condition  of  peace,  I  mean 
simply  to  say,  that  the  war  will  cease  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  whenever  it  shall  have  ceased 
on  the  part  of  those  who  began  it. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

KentuckT  146,216   91,300* 

Maine   97,918  115,141 

Maryland   92,502   72,703 

Massachusetts  169, 533  175, 487 

Michigan  154,747  162,113 

Minnesota   34,799  ,  42,534 

Missouri  165,538   90,000'' 

New-Hampshire   65.953   69,111 

New-Jersey  121,125  128,680 

New- York  675, 156    730,004 

Ohio  -  442,441  .'470,745 

Oregon   14,410  I4,4i0t 

Pennsylvania  476,442  572,697 

Rhode  Island   19,931   22,187 

Vermont  i  42,844   55,811 

West  Virginia.   46,195   33,874 

"Wisconsin  152, 180  148, 51 3 

Total  3,870,222. . . .  3,982,011 

Kansas  17,234 

Nevada   16,528   33,762 


Total  

*  Nearly   1  Estimated. 


4,015,773 


[The  transmission  of  the  President's  message  was 
commenced  over  the  American  Telegraph  Company's 
|  wire*  at  1;S7  anil  wast  finish?^  a$  2.25  p.m.] 


TIMU  MMGSM*E«T>S  MESSAGE. 

The  Message  of  the  President,  which  was 
yesterday  delivered  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
is,  as  all  Mr.  Lincoln's  stale  papers  are,  a 
straight-forward  and  business-like  document.  It 
gives  to  Congress  and  the  country  a  condensed 
but  methodical  statement  of  our  National  affairs 
in  all  their  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  and 
in  a  style  so  plain  and  brief  that  it  is  certain  to 
be  universally  read  and  universally  understood. 

In  our  foreign  relations  there  is  nothing  to 
cause  the  slightest  apprehension  for  the  future, 
nor  is  any  change  intimated,  except  in  relation 
to  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain  as  to  the 
increase  of  our  naval  armament  upon  the  Lakes. 
But  the  necessity  for  the  stipulated  notice  for 
the  termination  of  the  Treaty  arises,  not  from 
am  hostility  in  the  attitude  of  Great  lint  am, 
but  to  guard  our  own  border  more  effectually 
from  hostile  incursions,  in  that  direction,  from 
I  Southern  Eebels. 

But  the  Message  is  mainly  and  necessarily 
taken  up  with  a  comprehensive  review  of  our 
domestic  affairs,  and,  considering  that  we  are 
carrying  on  a  war  inevitably  expensive  in  hu- 
man life,  in  national  prosperity,  and  in  national 
wealth,  the  statement  is  eminently  satisfactory. 
The  condition  of  oar  national  iinances  can 
hardly  be  given  iu  fewer  words  than  tho,c  of  the 
President.  He  says: 
The  receipts  flaring  the  year  from  all  sources,  upon 

T,  i   ,f.  hr  ,Xi  <•■<!  ciidttia  amount  of  issues  iu  hub- 
ItitWion        to  nuVili?  actual  cash  operations  of  the 
T&mm  »  were:   Rc.-c-ipis.  Ss*l,0?6,64li  77;  disburse- 
I  iy^  &W-W  OS?  Hii:  which  leaves  u  win  balance  in 
I  w       ^  :v  or  His  *12,55S  71.    Of  the  receipts  there 
were 1  dZred  frL  ouBton...    $102,310,152  w,  hour 
n  ds  tV'i  iS  2!);  from  direct  taxed,  8475,648  Uo;  from 
1.11.US  '  „„•«,  7i  [  mi  iu.  from  miseellaii eons 

Sea  H&S^  '^r, loan,  applied  factual 
.oaditures,  iucluding  forme!  balance,  ^43^13. 
S£  wore  disbursed  for 


up  the  Union."   Therefore,  iu  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  people,  as  well  as  his  own  convictions, 
the  President  will  never  give  up  the  Union.  Until 
it  is  restored  in  all  its  integrity  he  t\  ill  continue 
the  war.    With  the  loader  of  the  insurgents  he 
can  enter  into  no  negotiations  for  peace,  he- 
cause  that  leader  will  listen  to  no  terms  but  the 
independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  But 
!  with  his  followers  tho  President  is  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  question  of  peace,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  they  lay  down  their  arms  and  submit 
to  the  National  authority  under  the  Constitu- 
tion.   Some  of  them,  ho  knows,  already  desire 
peace  and  reunion,  and  their  number  may  in- 
crease.   This  is  the  only  hope  of  peace  held  out 
in  the  Message,  except  by  victory  in  war,  and 
the  President  accepts  tho  election  as  his  justifi- 
cation by  the  people  of  this  determination. 

He  recommends  the  present  Congress  to 
abolish  Slavery  by  Constitutional  amendment. 
If  it  fails  to  do  so,  as  it  has  once  already,  ho  as- 
serts it  to  bo  only  an  act  postponed,  as  it  is  cer- 
tain to  be  done  by  the  Congress  elect.  For 
himself  ho  retracts  nothing  he  has  ever  said  or 
I  done  in  regard  to  Slavery.   He  will  not  retract 


or  modify  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  nor 
will  he  ever  return  to  bondage  a  human  being 
freed  by  that  Proclamation  or  by  acts  of  Con- 
gress. He  says  emphatically  that  if  the  people 
make  such  an  act  an  executive  duty  they  must 
find  somebody  else  to  perform  it. 

Such  are  the  important  points  of  tho  Message, 
and  not  even  the  most  violent  opponent  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  can  complain  that  his  policy  has  an 
uncertainty  about  it,  or  that  it  is  not  as 
thoroughly  radical  as  his  warmest  admirer 
would  have  it.  Peace  by  tho  submission  or 
conquest  of  Rebels,  and  the  total  abolition  of 
Slavery,  will  be  tho  determined  purpose  of  the 
new  Administration.  The  country  has  sanc- 
tioned and  will  accept  the  policy. 


exp 

j  i,     S  "'"•>!  to  tla>  Navy  Depart- 

^      '  r!; V>  -'7'  lor  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

uud  leaving  a  balance  in  tho  Treasury  ol  1*10,842.5^  12, 
us  before  stated. 

The  public  debt  on  the  1st  of  July  last 
amounted  to  one  billion  seven  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  millions,  six  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dol- 
lars and  forty-nine  cents.     Should  the  war 
continue  another  year  it  will  be  increased  not 
more  than  five  hundred  millions.    To  meet 
future  expenditures  tho  President  concurs  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  recommending 
an  increase  of  taxation.    He  also  recommends 
to  Congress  that  a  limited  amount  of  some 
future  issue  of  public  securities  may  be  held  by 
the  purchaser,  free  from  taxation  and  seizure  for 
debt,  in  order  that  persons  of  limited  means 
may'be  induced  to  invest  in  such  securities. 

Tho  announcement  of  the  future  policy  of 
the  President  iu  regard  to  the  war  and 
to  Slavery,  has  been  looked  for  with  anxiety 
and  will  bo  read  with  eager  interest.  In 
reviewing  tho  result  of  the  late  election,  he 
considers  it  as  simply  "an  additional  element 
|  to  bo  considered,"  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  voice 
of  the  people  now  for  the  first  time  heard  upon 
oi  me  i    i  "maintain  the 

the  question'  oLthcvai.  xo  1 
integrity  of  the  Union"  he  accepts  as  the  firm  and 
'■nearly  unanimous  purpose "  of  the  people- 
the  purpose  not  only  of  all  who  voted  the  Union 
ticket,  but  of  the  great  majority  of  ■ Imse  who 
did  not,  inasmuch  as  no  candidate  "ventured 
to  seek  votes  on  the  avowal  that  ho  was  for  giving 


FROM  WASHINGTON. 

apodal  Dispatch  to  The  N.  Y.  Tribune. 

\Vasuinoton,  Tuesday,  Dec.  o,  ism. 
HOW  CONGRESS  RECEIVED  THE  MESSAGE. 

The  quiet  attention  given  to  tho  reading  of 
the  President's  Message  in  the  Homo  was  broken  with 
applause  over  the  passage  "Maryland  is  secure  to 
Libeity  and  Union  for  all  the  luturc."   A  laugh  ie- 
ceiv  ed  tho  sly  hit  that  on  the  distinct  issue  of  Onion  or  - 
no 'anion  the  politicians  have  shown  the  instinctive  | 
kn  owledge  that  there  is  no  diversity  of  purpose  among 
:  tho  people.    The  applause  was  heal  ty  aud  loud  over  the  , 
'manly  passage  -If  the  people  should,  by  whatever 
mode  or  means  .  make  Executive  duty  to  reenslave  such 
persons,  another  and  not  1  mast  be  their  instrument  to 
perforin  it."   But  the  concluding  words  of  the  Message, 
•■the  war  will  cease  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
Y,  henovcr  it  shall  have  ceased  on  the  part  of  those  who 
beaan  it,"  was  received  by  the  TImon  members  With 
u  demonstration  of  true  satisfaction  that  was  full  of 
significance.    Tho  Democrats  sat  sullen  in  the.r  seats, 
leaving  the  primed  copies  of  the  Message,  which  hud 
been  distributed  when  the  reading  commenced,  uuopend 
on  thoir  desks. 


THE 


NEW-VOKK    PBKS8    ©N  MB 
ME  88  AWE. 

The  President's  Message  elicits  tlie  usual 
variety  of  comments  from  the  journals  of  this 
city.  It  is  pleasant,  though  not  surprising,  to 
find  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  opinions  are  distasteful 
to  the  two  Journals  which  serve  most  de- 
votedly the  cause  of  the  Rebellion.  The  News, 
which  is  the  acknowledged  mouth-piece  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  Davis  in  this  city,  says: 

"Its  language  is  moro  dignified  and  less  wandering 
aud  oDStlfuu  that  of  last  year's  Message .  and  its 
tone  is  more  subdued  and  ess  W£P>b  e  of  an  effort  to 
create  melodramatic  effects.   MeverUch it  is  v.  pUC 
_«  ,i  ,i    it  riealq  earolesslv  with  those  points 

cuted  to  the  bitter  end." 

T/ic  fFe/M,  which  sometimes  conceals  Us  par- 
tisanship with  the  Kehellion  under  an  aaectation 
of  regard  for  the  old  Union,  remarks  with  its 
usual  bland  courtesy: 

"A  more  tame,  jejune,  commonplace  state  paper 
„„„  from  a  man  clothed  witli  high  rospons  - 

bUitres  li  i- "in  the  mai»,«  tepid  recital  of  certain 
noints and  statistics  from  the  reports  of  the  heads  of  the 

lined  I  y  ever,  abridge!'  of  documents  in  a  newspap.  , 
ft  does  not  reach  even  the  subordinate  merits  of  method 

^nauoi^arrangement*  however  are  trivial,  when 
compared  with  poverty  of  matter.  The  brevity  ol  the 
a e"  a  e  would,  under  any  circumstances,  bo  a  merit; 
Kit  in  this  ease  the  merit  would  have  been  moro  con- 
so  icons  had  it  been  still  shorter.   Succinctness  result- 


-  Thus  the  Slaveholders  of  Itebeldom  are  placed  be- 
tween two  consuming  fires.  If  thoy  still  adhere  to  Jeff. 
Davis  they  must  give  up  Slavery  in  giving  up  their 
negroes  and  a  larm  to  boot  of  fifty  acres  to  each  uegro 
soldier  and  if  they  abandon  Davm  thoy  must  (subscribe 
to  Old  Abe's  Emancipation  Proclamations.  This,  we 
think  is  one  of  the  weak  points  of  the  message,  and  the 
other' most  prominent  is  Gideon  Welles.  And  so  we 
turn  it  over  to  the  digestion  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress and  our  readers, " 


Messrs.  Andrews  and  Stewart  to  negotiate  local 
differences,  and  these  gentlemen  have  thus  suc- 
cessfully discharged  the  important  trust  con- 
fided to  them. 


The  Times,  which  differs  from  The  Herald  in 
seeking  always  to  cany  water  on  neither  shoul- 
der, strains  the  clear  stream  of  the  President's 
good  sense  and  good  faith  through  Seward's 
colander,  in  this  fashion: 

"  The  most  salleDt  feature  in  the  Message  is  the  em- 
phatic declaration  of  the  President  that  he  reeognizes 

nnd    submitting    tp  neither  insists  upon 

the  ConstltUtiOS,'  r-rosiuBni;  M»UV  ^ 

ttvr  tor  aiv;  jjtfftUfWit  I:    ■  »  ;_ 

lothe  abandonment  o"f  Slavery.  His  only  clalffl  UM&J 
an  aban&mmenl  of  armed  resistance.  -^m»h^trile 
good  precisely  what  we  have  contended 
b  nsti'uetiou  of  the  famous  missive,    To  whom  u  ; 


T2tE    EliECIOKAI,  COILIiEGES. 

Yotiug  for  President  ami  Vi*;c-Prci.idcnt. 

NEW-YORK.  ; 
From  Tho  Atloa  and  Aigns,  7th. 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
met  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at  the  Capitol  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  4  o'clock. 

Hon.  CnAtreCET  If.  DEPEW,  Secretary  of  State,  called 
the  College  to  order,  and  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of 
Electors. 

Obabiah  Bowne  and  Charles  L.  Beaio  were  Absent.^ 
Mr.  GBtiXiiY  proposed  that  the  members  of  the  Col- 
lego  be  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Kino  suggested  that  the  business  of  the  College 
bo  delayed  until  the  arrival  of  the  absent  members,  who 
were  momentarily  expected. 

Mr.  Ofdyke  thought  it  would  expedite  business  to 
proceed  with  taking  the  Constitutional  oath,  and  moved 
ed  to  administor  it. 


b«"«  I"--  .,      f.mnns  miss  VO,   '  10  wuum  u  ".u,  DTOOeca  Tl'llll  tlKlUK  ouiwmu 

cTc ™'"  if  l    °.  S end  mrther'  dispute  the  lW-  *  ^  of  ^ 

dent's  absolute  singleues.  of  panose  and  ^J*^      Ml.  King  .till  urged  delay, 
nation  to  maintain  the  war  soieiy  uu  wkc.  ,j«*t.«y  nonld  see  no  ol 


oni  ons,  iau  n  uecu  ku"  -  ,..„.„, 

lg  from 'closeness  and  condensation  is  a  mr  i 
thing  from  the  penury  of  a  barren  .intellect,  lhe  l.rU 
lectual  poverty  of  the  message  is  in  no  degree  atoned 
for  bv  patriotio  fervor  or  elevation  of  sentiment. .  It  is 
fmaInPg  that  a  man  called  to  bo  tho  chief  actor  m  the 
Zst  momentous  civil  st,  ngglc  the  wond  ever  saw  s 
Ufted  to  no  inspiration.  If  Mr.  Lincoln  understood  his 
enoch  out-  would  naturally  expect  that  us  grandeur 
w^ud'impr^s  his  imagination.  f  But  the  message  is  as 

°0^Such  a^octtmcnt  affords  no  scope  for  particular xom- 
,J  ti  is  beneath  it.  It  is  idle  to  connate  what  no- 
rJ^'^..  for  caw* even 

the  JteDuMioan  organs  will  bo  at  a  loss  t  o  bestow  It. 

&acu™ 

once  into  originality,  but  it  is  an  originality  .which: ta 
mint'  illy  suggestive  of  a  low  tone  of  moral  feeling.  >\  e 
^  uSeed  concede  to  Mr.  Lincoln  the  possession  of  a 
oorieX  balanced  character;  his  conscience  it  worthy 
of  hw  intellect,  and  his  sense  of  decorum  worthy  ofboth. 
He  Bravely  re  commends  that  our  0  ovcrnment  shall  raise 
money  nomonr  citizens  by  corrupting  their  sense  of 
pecuniar  honor  I  He  wants  Congress  to  «  "**° 
Protect  the  purchasers  of  Government  bonds  from  pay- 
gj&r  bojest  %^^&jS3^&fi& 
lUl\BVr!l  L  of  tax  t  on  but  of  creditors.  It  is  a 
rPec?aeIe\Sundtog  «  U  is  melancholy  to  see  the 
cS  Magistrate  of  a  great  nation  asking  Congress  to 
enable  citizens  to  cheat  their  creditors  out  ol  then 
honest  dues." 
The  Sun  says: 

"  Although  our  Chief-Magistrate  confines  himself  to 
the  merest  statement  of  the  condition  of  public  aftairs 
he  sUll  reveals  sufficient  to  show  that  the  laturc  policy 
of  his  admin  stration  will  bo  in  oocordanoo  with  its 
devious  history  except  so  far  as  our  foreign  relations  are 
Pernor  On  this  subject  the  President  indicate*  a 
m^re  hostile  attitude  against  those  foreign  nations 
h-om  whom  the  Confederates  have  received  aid  and 
comfort  dug  the  present  war.  The  people  wiU  no 
doubt  raitS? this  position,  andEuropean  nations  may 
be  warned  in  time  against  any  interference  With  mat- 
ters  that  concern  us  more  nearly  than  themselves." 

Tie  Journal  of  Commerce,  whtch  has  "retired 
from  politics,"  ventures  as  much  of  an  opinion 

as  this:  . 

-On  those  points  relating  to  the  policy  which  ho  will 
raiTsia  it  indicates  an  unchanged  purpose— the  most 
s™'tive  passage  in  the  document  being  perhaps  that 
fn^ich  he1  intimates  that  the  existing  o&rs  ol  pardon 
to  Rebels  may  become  no  longer  practicable,  and  that 
the  time  'probably  will  come'  when  the  door  of  par- 
don  mutt  bPc  closed,  and  '  that  to  lieu  more  vigorous 
measures  than  heretofore  must  be  adoptiii. 

"  There  is  very  great  plainness  of  speech  in  the  Mes- 
gageT  which  »a&  no  pretense  to  ornate  language,  and 
deaU  only  in  the  most  easily  understood  phrases.' 
'     The  Herald,  as  its  manner  is,  carries  water  on 
both  shoulders,  and  spuisrroin  both: 

"  As  usual  with  aU  his  state  'papers,  it  is  a  plain,  un- 
nretendiua  document;  and  in  this  respect,  and  in  the 
matte 'if IvriSx.  Lincoln  is  an  immense  improvement 
n^nVohanan  and  poor  Pierce,  with  their  heavy  and 
electioneering  pamphlets.  It  Is  an  encouraging 
tCatate  of  the  nation,  and  ombodies  various 
IZ%  and  prac  cal  recomnK.ndations  to  the  two  houses 
though  in  some  things  of  great  moment  it  falls  short 
of  the  maik. 


nation  to  maintain  tue  war  ^  ~  kci 
basis  for  constitutional  ends.  Hi*  true  i 
occasion  hero  to  repeat  that  ha  ^vlllE[naIlcipatiou 
either  to  retract,  or  fflottiry  ™  *■  ^tem. 
Proclamation.  Yet  in  this  he  m  P«™W thorizedby 
That  proclamation  was  a  war  ^  »  the 
tho  war  power  involved  m  the  duty ^™s°rl4Tw;  Its 
Executive  by  the  Constitu .  ion  to  ^^^arVts. 
operative  force  must  continue  i vh Ue  we  w« 
When  the  war  ceases,  itself  must  cease  « 

shall  ia  good  faith  bow  to  tho  Constitution. 

Taming  to  the  evening  papers  wo  imd  in  me 


members  ar- 
when  all  the 


Post:  ,  . 

"As  often  as  the  public  have  had  »»» 
■  God  bless  Abraham  Lincoln,' .they ,  will  utter  tue  oei 
diction  with  a  now  zest  on  ^^^VSSSSfiota 
is  tho  best,  in  oar  opinion,  that  he  has  )  a  v  mi.  a 
and  dignified  in  tone,  clear  in  statement  and .  ooio  ai 

forwa  d  .urn,  ui  but  with  feeUngs  of  incited  confi- 
deuce  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions,  and  of  re-anl 
mated  hope  of  their  future  destinies. 

•'  Mr  Lincoln's  conditions  of  peace  are  stated  With 
equal  brevity  and  terseness.    'The  war  wdl  °oase  <>n 
ti  ci.'ut  of  tho  Government,1  he  says,    wnenever  " 
.  ml TaVo  ceased  on  the  part  of  those  who  beganit 
That  is  the  whole,  matter  in  a  nutshell;  th  at  is  J  1st,  dig 
nifii-fl  self-resncctful  asd necessary;  no  nceaiess  nu 
geai  c^  i  "threatened,  no  prescriptive  or  vindictive  leg- 
B>  is  asked  for;  but  to  all  who  ntaut  to  the  la  s 
their  benign  protection  is  again  vouchsafed.   Mr  L in 
ooln  docs  not  mean,  of  course,  that  the  leaders  ol  taw 
most  flagitious  n/..l  sanguinary  Lebela on  »MjJK*  u» 
unseamed  -  he  would  bo  among  the  first,  pwOdDiy.  to 
I  surges  the  execution  of  such  monsters  of  iniciuity  but 
fo/the8tp'or  misgiiidcd^eoplo,  who  have  b«n_ made  the 
victims  of  then  hellish  ambition,  he  cheusLts  tLeiinbs 
of  the  profoundest  coaimisfirution. 

T/.c  ComnM»wI  Advertiser,  which  prides  lteelt 
!  on  a  certain  ability  irTThe  funereal  Une,  says: 

-The  President  thinks  that  the  country  has  grown 
!  richer  in  men  and  means  during  the  war.  1 ?wi  ■  '  n 
I  has  probably  advanced  in  spite  of  the  carnage .rf batt  e 
'  fields  and  the  wasting  of  disease,  but  that  our  m»u nal 
resources  have  in^cased  is  a  delusion  worthy  only  of  a 
place  in  a  pre-election  speech 


Mr.  GEEliLKY  could  see  uo  object  in  waiting.  Ho  ^ 
understood  that  it  was  obligatory  upon  every  person 
elected  to  a  State  office  (though  ho  never  held  one  be- 
fore) and  urged  that  the  Secretary  proceed. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  ho  would  proeeed  to 
administer  the  oath,  rmloss  objected  to. 
Mr.  KKG— I  object. 
During  further  discussion  the  absent 
rived. 

The  Secretary  again  called  the  roll, 
Electors  answered  to  their  names,  and  tho  Secretary 
announced  that  tho  Electoral  College  was  full. 

Tho  constitutional  oath  of  office  was  then  admmls- 
tored  to  each  Elector  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  At  tho 
conclusion  of  tho  ceremony,  the  Secretary  announced 
that  iu  accordance  with  the  statute  the  next  business  in 
order  wa3  the  election  of  a  President. 

PjtEBTON  KXng  then  moved  that  Horaco  Greeley 
of  New  York,  be  President  of  the  College.  Carried 
unuuiinoubly. 

The  Secretary  appointed  Mr.  King  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  Mr.  Stranuhnn  of  Kings,  a  Committee  to  conduct 
the  President,  to  the  Chair. 

On  taking  tho  Chair,  Mr.  Geeeley  said  this  Dot  being 
a  deliberative  body,  it  would  not  be  expected  that  he 
would  make  any  remarks,  beyond  returning  thanks  for 
i  tho  honor  conferred  upon  him. 
'  William  Bristol  was  then  chosen  Secretary. 

nirani  Horton  was  chosen  an  additional  Secretary. 
Nathaniel  Goodwin  was  appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Mr  StELfcY  moved  "that  the  President  invite  some 
true  and  loyal  clergyman"  of  the  city  of  Albany,  to  open 
the  proceedings  of  the  College  on  tho  7th,  by  prayer. 

Carried.  ,  ,  , 

Tho  College  the  adjourned  to  meet  at  ten  o  clock  on 

Wednesday  morning. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Wednesday,  Dec.  7,  1864. 
The  electors  re-assembled  at.  the  Capitol  to- 
day and  cast  the  thirty-three  Electoral  votes  of  the 
State  for  Lincoln  and  J ohnsou. 

James  TerwUhger.  of  Syracuse,  was  appointed  mes- 
eenger  to  Washington,  and  L.  W.  Bradley  to  the  judge- 
,hip  of  the  Northern  District  of  New-York. 


(IllLl  Ui  Uiu  ^ui*»"*  

on.    i  .  I  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  deposit  a  copy 

The  message  is  ^satisfactory,  in  that  it  discloses  of  tlie  offioitt,  record,  directed  to  the 
uoUdlgth^e  d  "not  know  before.   It  open. M»  no       po8t.offioo.   Then,  after  brief  remarks  by  the  H  n. 
ho  ,e  for  the  future  except  f  ^Tralu^^-  Horace  Greeley,  congratulating  the  CoUego  and  ho 
SbU^?5SSM  v~  [hVr^ecution  of  the  ^try  on  the  tone  of  President  Lincoln^  Message,  the 
^S^^^^^^^  College  adjourned  sine_die_ 
eollap  c  and  shrivel  and  expire."  MASSACHUSETTS. 

On  tho  whole,  the  Message  seems  to  be  about  Boston,  Msbs..  Wednesday,  Dec.  7,  1E64. 

what  everybody  expected;  satisfies  tho  Union-    The  Eleotoral  College  of  this  State ,  re-as- 

and  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  for  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Electoral  CoUege.  after  casting  the  vote  of  Mas- 
sachusetts for  Lincoln  and  Johnson,  adopted  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  its  President.  Elo- 


presumo  satisfies  Mr:  Lincoln.  _ 

THE  X  XiOX  vlu  **  IX  V 

Wo  are  glad  to  announce  that  an  arrange 
ment  has  been  dferced  upon  between  Rufus  F 


menthas  been  agreeaupon  ueiwwu -u...      thttnks  t0  Hon.  isawaru  m«»h»™  "-~-- 
Andrews,  representing  tho  Draper  organization,  quent 
and  XYilliam  E.  Stewart  'on  behalf  of  the  Dar-  Mr .  Evcret,  J«X^S«- 
ling  organization,  to  unite  aU  the  Union  organ-  s  nger  to  NYashmbt 
izations  in  this  city,  so  that  hereafter  an  undi-  —  CQ=^UT. 
Tided  front  will  be  presented  to  the  common  Sxfaf0ia>.  Conn.,  Wednesday.  Dee.  7,  1861 

enemy.  It  will  be  recollected  that  tho  State  Thc  CorjUecticut  Electors  met-  to-flny.  O!.- 
Central  Committee,  in  October  last,  appoiutea  ^      W'mcnc;tor  of  K«1T-H»VW  w*»  »UOB«a  •- 


day  to  fill  the  vaoanoj  onioned  by  the  death  of  John 
P.  Elton.  The  .lx  votes  were  oast  for  Lincoln  and 
Johnson.  Edward  P.  Cheney  Litchfield  wafl  chosen 
messenger  to  carry  the  vote  to^>Mngt«i3 

NEW-HAMFSHIttE. 
CoNCOilD,  N.  H.,  Wednesday,  Dec  7,  1864. 
The  Electoral  College  met  hero  today,  and 
east  the  fire  votes  of  Kew --Hampshire  fur  Lirisoln  aud 

Johnson.   

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Habrisbuhg,  Pa.,  Wednesday,  Dec.  7,  1861. 
The  Electoral  College  of  this  State  convened 
in  the  Senate  Chamber  to-day,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  MoMlchaeL 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  introduced 
with  the  returns  of  the  election,  and  he  reported  aB 
elected  the  Union  electors,  aU  of  whom  reported  eicept 
John  Wistar. 

Mr.  McKini  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution  re- 
citing the  fact  that  Mr.  Wistar  was  in  Europe,  aud 
nominating  John  B.  Clark  in  his  stead. 

John  B.  Clarte  was  unanimously  elected  in  place  ot 
Mr.  Wistar,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor.  • 

The  college  then  proceeded  to  vote  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  b^  ballot,  which 
resulted  in  a  unanimous  vote  for  Lincoln  and  Johnson. 

VERMONT. 

Moxtpelieu,  Vt.,  Deo.  7,  1864. 
The  Electoral  College  of  Vermont  met  in  this  pluco  to 
day  and  cast  their  Totes  for  Lincoln  and  J ohnsou.  Tht 
Hon.  A.  L.  Catlin  was  elected  messenger  to  convey  tUi 
vote  of  the  College  to  Washington. 


THE   LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS    SmMK  WASHINGTON 


March  11,  194-1 

REFERENCE    DEPART MENT 


Dear  Mr.  Barker: 

I  am  writing  in  connection  with  the  manuscript 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  last  annual  message  to  Congress, 
December  6,  1364. 

After  his  death  a  holograph  copy  was  cut  up 
into  paragraphs  and  distributed  piecemeal  to  autograph 
seekers. 

If  you  have  one  of  these  fragments  in  your 
collection,  I  will  be  very  grateful  for  any  information 
you  can  send  me. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Devid  C.  Mearns 
Superintendent  of  the  Reading  Rooms 
Reference  Department 


Mr.  H.  E.  Barker 

1922  South  Hobart  Boulevard 

Los  Angeles,  California 
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LINCOLN'S  LAST  MESSAGE  TO  THE  38th  CONGRESS 


Very  little  attention  has  been  paid 
to  Lincoln's  last  message  to  Congress 
dated  December  6,  1864  because  it  is 
largely  statistical  in  contents  and 
lacks  the  usual  literary  gems  which 
adorn  most  of  Lincoln's  state  papers. 
Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  the  docu- 
ment was  Lincoln's  last  formal  report 
on  the  state  of  the  union  makes  it  of 
some  importance.  Its  length  prohibits 
little  more  than  a  brief  outline  of  its 
contents  with  one  or  two  paragraphs 
submitted  as  a  conclusion  and  the 
brief  salutation  as  follows: 

"Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Eepresentatives :  Again  the 
blessings  of  health  and  abundant  har- 
vests claim  our  profoundest  gratitude 
to  almighty  God." 

I  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

"The  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs 
is  reasonably  satisfactory." 

1.  Mexico — Theatre  of  Civil  war 

2.  Costa  Rica  &  Nicaragua — Transit 
Route 

3.  Colombia — Intimate  Relations 

4.  Venezuela — New  liberal  institu- 
tion 

5.  Peru  &  Spain — Civil  war  averted 

6.  Chile,  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Costa 
Rica,  Paraguay,  San  Salvador  & 
Haiti — Most  friendly  relations 

7.  Liberia — African  slave  trade 

8.  Europe — Overland  telegraph 

9.  Great  Britain — Ocean  telegraph 

10.  Egypt,  Barbary  Powers  —  Satis- 
factory relations 

11.  China — Rebellion  suppressed 

12.  Japan — Friendship  for  U.S. 

13.  Foreign  merchants  —  Contraband 

trade 

14.  Brazilian  &  British  Ports — Politi- 
cal difficulty 

15.  Great  Britain  —  Treaty  adjust- 
ments 

16.  Canada — Reciprocity  Treaty 

17.  European  States — Immigrants 

II  FINANCIAL  AFFAIRS 

"The  financial  affairs  of  the  govern- 
ment have  been  successfully  adminis- 
tered during  the  last  year." 

1.  Increased  taxation  proposed  by 
Congress. 


2.  Receipts  during  war — $1,394,796,- 
007.62 

Disbursements,  same  basis  —  $1,- 
298,056,101.89 

Balance  in  treasury— $96,739,905.73 

3.  Source  of  receipts 

4.  Disbursements  for  civil  service 

5.  The  Public  Debt— $1,740,690,489.49 

6.  National  banking  system 

III  REPORTS 

1.  Secretary  of  War.  A  document  ac- 
companying message.  (See  conclu- 
sion of  address) 

2.  Secretary  of  Navy. 

a.  671  vessels  carrying  461  guns 

b.  51,000  men  in  naval  service 

c.  Total  expenditures  from 
March  4,  1861  to  Nov.  1,  1864 
—$238,647,262.35 

d.  Construction  of  navy  yard 

e.  New  Rank  of  Vice  Admiral 

3.  Postmaster  General 

a.  Postal  revenue  for  year  $12,- 
438,253.78 

b.  Expenditures—  $12,644,786.20 

c.  Deficit— $206,532.42 

d.  Ocean  mail  steamships 

IV  SECRETARY  OF  INTERIOR 

1.  Population  scarcely  been  checked 

2.  Admission  of  Nevada  consumated 

3.  Territories  show  rapid  growth 

4.  Public  Lands — 4,221,342  acres  lo- 
cated 

5.  Pacific  Railroad  progress 

6.  Minerals  mined  valued  at  $100,- 
000,000 

7.  Reorganization  of  Indian  system 

8.  Pensions  for  soldiers  and  sailors 

9.  District  of  Columbia  institutions 

V  AGRICULTURE 
1.  Peculiarly,  the  people's  department 
VI  CONDUCT  OF  WAR 

1.  All  important  lines  and  positions 
steadily  advanced 

2.  General  Sherman's  operations  most 
remarkable  feature 

VII  ORGANIZING  LOYAL  STATE 
GOVERNMENTS 

1.  Arkansas  &  Louisiana  successful 

2.  Missouri,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
at  work 

3.  Maryland,  completely  successful 
"The  genius  of  rebellion  will  no  more 

claim  Maryland.  Like  another  foul 


spirit,  being  driven  out,  it  may  seek  to 
tear  her,  but  it  will  woo  her  no  more." 

VIII  SLAVERY 

1.  Proposed  amendment  to  Constitu- 
tion. 

a.  "I  venture  to  recommend  the 
reconsideration  and  passage 
of  the  measure  at  the  present 
session." 

b.  "The  common  end  is  the 
maintenance  of  the  union,  and 
among  the  means  to  secure 
that  end  —  constitutional 
amendment." 

IX  POPULAR  ELECTIONS 

1.  Most  reliable  indication  of  public 
purpose. 

2.  "No  candidate  for  any  office  what- 
ever, high  or  low,  has  ventured  to 
seek  votes  on  the  avowal  that  he 
was  for  giving  up  the  union." 

3.  Election  proved  we  do  not  approach 
exhaustion  in  man  power. 

X  NEGOTIATION  FOR  PEACE 
WITH  INSURGENTS 

1.  "It  is  an  issue  which  can  only  be 
tried  by  war,  and  decided  by  vic- 
tory. 

2.  "They  can  at  any  moment  have 
peace  by  laying  down  their  arms 
and  submitting  to  the  national  au- 
thority under  the  Constitution. 

3.  "The  executive  power  itself  would 
be  greatly  diminished  by  the  cessa- 
tion of  actual  war. 

4.  "The  door  of  pardon  and  amnesty 
has  been  for  a  full  year  open  to  all 
except  such  as  were  not  in  condition 
to  make  free  choice." 

5.  "I  repeat  the  declaration  made  a 
year  ago  that  while  I  remain  in  my 
present  position  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  retract  or  modify  the  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation  nor  shall  I  re- 
turn to  slavery  any  person  who  is 
free  by  the  terms  of  that  proclama- 
tion, or  by  any  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress. 

"If  the  people  should,  by  what- 
ever mode  or  means,  make  it  an 
executive  duty  to  re-enslave  such 
persons,  another,  and  not  I,  must 
be  their  instrument  to  perform  it. 

"In  stating  a  single  condition  of 
peace,  I  mean  simply  to  say  that 
the  war  will  cease  on  the  part  of 
the  government  whenever  it  shall 
have  ceased  on  the  part  of  those 
who  began  it." 

Abraham  Lincoln 


LINCOLN    DEFENDS    HIS    USE  OF 
THE  WORD  "SUGAR-COATED" 
IN  A  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT 

Mr  Defrees,  the  government  printer, 
states  that,  when  one  of  the  President  s 
messages  was  being  printed,  he  was  a 
good  deal  disturbed  by  the  use  of  the 
term  "sugar-coated,"  and  finally  went 
to  Mr.  Lincoln  about  it.  Their  relations 
to  each  other  being  of  the  most  intimate 
character,  he  told  the  President  frankly 
that  he  ought  to  remember  that  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress  was  a  different  affair 
from  a  speech  at  a  mass  meeting  in  Illi- 
nois; that  the  messages  became  a  part 
of  history,  and  should  be  written  accord- 

inffly.  •  j 

''What  is  the  matter  now?"  inquired 

the  President. 

"Why,"  said  Mr.  Defrees,  "you  have 
used  an  undignified  expression  in  the 
message;"  and  then,  reading  the  para- 
graph aloud,  he  added,  "I  would  alter 
the  structure  of  that  if  I  were  you.' 

"Defrees,"  replied  Mr.  Lincoln,  that 
word  expresses  exactly  my  idea,  and  I 
am  not  going  to  change  it.  The  time 
will  come  in  this  country,  when  people 
won't  know  exactly  what  'sugar-coated 
means."  .  _ 

On  a  subsequent  occasion,  Mr.  Defrees 
states  that  a  certain  sentence  of  another 
message  was  very  awkwardly  construct- 
ed. Calling  the  President's  attention  to 
it  in  the  proof  copy,  the  latter  acknowl- 
edged the  force  of  the  objection  raised, 
and  said,  "Go  home,  Defrees,  and  see  if 
you  can  better  it." 

The  next  day  Mr.  Defrees  took  him 
his  amendment.  Mr.  Lincoln  met  him 
by  saying: 

"Seward  found  the  same  fault  that  you 
did,  and  he  has  been  rewriting  the  para- 
graph also."  Then,  reading  Mr.  Defrees' 
version,  he  said,  "I  believe  you  have 
beaten  Seward;  but,  'I  jings,'  I  think  I 
can  beat  you  both."  Then,  taking  up  his 
pen,  he  wrote  the  sentence  as  it  was 
finally  printed. 


\ 


